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1. Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The following phrases are not clearly understood: 

a) "input data repeater", claim 2, line 4, and claim 3, line 18, it is not clear if an input 
data repeater is meant to represent part of the function of a communication data interfacing unit, 
specially "input data repeater" is not apparently mentioned in the specification; 

b) "a computer which is supplied inputs to said input data interfacing unit(s) to a computer 
carrying out inputting/outputting from/to this communication data interfacing unit" claim 2, lines 7-10, 
claim 3, lines 21-24, the meaning is not clearly understood. 

c) "a communication data repeater", claim 8, line 2, claim 9, line 2, and claim 10, line 2, it is not 
clear if a communication data repeater is meant to represent part of the function of a communication 
data interfacing unit, specially "input communication repeater" is not apparently mentioned in the 
specification; 

d) "an image data repeater", claim 14, Iine2 , it is not clear if an image data repeater is meant to 
represent part of the function of a communication data interfacing unit, specially "image data repeater" 
is not apparently mentioned in the specification; 



B. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 
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a) "first said communication data interfacing unif , claim 8, line 6; claim 9, line 6; and claim 10, 

line 6. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b ) as being anticipated by Gurley (US 5,036,315). 

6. As to claim 1 , Gurley discloses the invention as claimed including a monitor device for displaying output 
images of a plurality of computers (Fig. 1; and col. 6, lines 5-6,15-18), comprising: a plurality of display data 
interfacing units (inherent in VIEDEO INTERFACE MODULE VIM 90, Fig. 1) for entering display data from 
individual computers (HC 10 and SWMC 80, Fig. 1); a plurality of communication data interfacing units for 
carrying out inputting/outputting of communication data between individual computers (PERIPHERAL 
INTERFACE MODULE PIM 40, 70, Fig. 1); a superposed display unit for superposed displaying of two or more 
images represented by display data entered into two or more of said display data interfacing units (1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
in MONITOR 100, Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 15-16; and col. 8, lines 20-22); and a display controller (DISPLAY 
CONTROLLER DC 30, Fig. 1) for altering the form of the superposed displaying on the basis of communication 
data for instructing alteration in said form of superposed displaying, entered into said communication data 
interfacing units (col. 5, lines 40-48; and col. 9, lines 11-17). 



7. As to claim 2, Gurley discloses one or more input data interfacing units for entering input data from an 
input device (col. 4, lines 34-36; and col. 6, lines 6-9); and an input data repeater for supplying from one 
communication data interfacing unit to be dynamically selected out of said plurality of communication data 
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interfacing units input data to be entered into a computer which is supplied inputs to said input data interfacing 
unit (s) to a computer carrying out inputting/outputting from/to this communication data interfacing unit (50, 60, 
PIM's 40, 70, Fig. 1). 



8. As to claim 3, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claimsl and 2 above. In addition, Gurley 
discloses a monitor device for displaying output images of a plurality of computers (Fig. 1 ; and col. 6, lines 5- 
6,15-18), comprising: a plurality of display data interfacing units (VIEDEO INTERFACE MODULE VIM 90, Fig. 
1) for entering display data from individual computers; a plurality of communication data interfacing units for 
inputting/outputting communication data between individual computers (PERIPHERAL INTERFACE MODULE 
PIM 40, 70, Fig. 1); one or more input data interfacing units for entering input data from an input device (col. 4, 
lines 34-36; and col. 6, lines 6-9); a superposed display unit for superposed displaying of two or more images 
represented by display data entered into two or more of said display data interfacing units (1, 2, 3, 4, 5 in 
MONITOR 100, Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 15-16; and col. 8, lines 20-22); a display controller (DISPLAY 
CONTROLLER DC 30, Fig. 1) for altering the form of the superposed displaying on the basis of communication 
data for instructing alteration in said form of superposed displaying, entered into said input data interfacing 
units (col. 5, lines 40-48; and col. 9, lines 11-17); and an input data repeater for supplying from one 
communication data interfacing unit to be dynamically selected out of said plurality of communication data 
interfacing units input data to be entered into a computer which has entered inputs into said input data 
interfacing unit (s) to a computer carrying out inputting/ outputting from/to this communication data interfacing 
unit (50, 60, PIM's 40, 70, Fig. 1). 



9. As to claims 4 and 5, Gurley discloses said display controller (DISPLAY CONTROLLER DC 30, Fig. 1) 
alters the display characteristics of the monitor device on the basis of communication data instructing the 
alteration of the display characteristics of the monitor device entered into said communication data interfacing 
unit (col. 5, lines 40-48; and col. 6, lines 21-25) . 



^pplicdtion/Control Number: 09/492JJ81 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2154 

10. As to claims 6 and 7, Gurley discloses said display controller (DISPLAY CONTROLLER DC 30, Fig. 1) 
alters the display characteristics of the monitor device on the basis of communication data instructing the 
alteration of the display characteristics of the monitor device entered into said input data interfacing unit (col. 9, 
lines 11-17). 



11. As to claims 8-10, Gurley discloses a communication data repeater for supplying, from a second 
communication data interfacing unit to a second computer, communication data, entered from a first computer 
carrying out inputting/outputting of communication data from/to first said communication data interfacing unit 
into first said communication data interfacing unit and destined for the second computer carrying out inputting/ 
outputting of communication data from/to second said communication data interfacing unit (inherent in col. 4, 
lines 7-9, 34-36, 67-68; and col. 5, lines 1-2). 



12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 
forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



13. Claims 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gurley (US 5,036,315). 

14. As to claims 11-13, Gurley does not disclose an image data input interfacing unit for entering image 
data from a camera to be displayed on the said superposed display unit. Official notice is taken than an image 
data input interfacing unit to input data from a camera to a monitor is not new in the art. It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to use as source of image data a camera in the 
same way as the plurality of computers are used in Gurley's system. This would provide more flexibility and 
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advanced functionality to the system of Gurley where it is possible to display on the same window different 
image data from different image data sources including a camera. 



15. As to claim 14, Gurley discloses an image data repeater for supplying, from one communication data 
interfacing unit to be dynamically selected out of said plurality of communication data interfacing units, input 
data entered into said image data interfacing unit(s) to the computer carrying out inputting/ outputting from/to 
this communication data interfacing unit (col. 4, lines 50-67). 



16. As to claim 15, Gurley discloses said superposed display unit displays, as said superposed display, an 
image frame represented by display data entered into a second display data interfacing unit in a window within 
an image frame represented by display data entered into a first display data interfacing unit (col. 4, lines 50- 
67), and said display controller alters, as alterations of said form of superposed display, the position and size of 
the window in which to display an image frame represented by display data entered into the second said 
display data interfacing unit (col. 5, lines 40-48; and col. 9, lines 11-17). 



17. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gurley (US 5,036,315) in 
view of veil et al. (US 6,0892,202), hereafter "Veil". 



18. As to claims 16-20, Gurley does not necessarily disclose said communication data interfacing unit 
performs outputting/inputting of communication data using a universal serial bus (USB). Veit, on the other 
hand, discloses using a universal serial bus (USB) in performing outputting/inputting of communication data 
(430, Fig. 6) with plurality of computers (442, Fig. 6). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Gurley and Veit because Veit's use of UBS would enhance 
Gurely's system by providing it with most advanced communication interface. 



19. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Shape, Jr. Et al. (US 5,903,455) ; Kao et al. (US 5,901,067); Acres et al. (US 5,836,817); Matsuzaki et 
al. (US 2002/0067318) ; Endres et al. (US 6,104,359) ; Daily et al. (US 6,198,462); Bronson (US 
5,305,435); Reichlen (US 6,061,064); Barone et al. (US 5,315,71 1); Orton et al. (US 5,973,702); and 
DeStefano (US 6,075,531). 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Nabil M El-Hady whose telephone number is (703) 308-7990. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees supervisor, John 
Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 
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